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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Attorney Michael Bujold on February 02, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the amendment to the specification filed on 1/18/06, in paragraph 58, line 3: 

Between the words "or" and "element", the word — guide — has been inserted. 
In claim 20, line 8: 

The word "an" has been changed to — a guide — . 
In claim 20, last line: 

The words "rotation about the horizontal axis (14)" have been changed to — pivoting 
about a horizontal axis (14), which the closure device (3) supported adjacent to an end of the 
guide element (5, 16) to facilitate movement of the closure device (3) about the horizontal axis 
(14) and to facilitate linear movement of the closure device (3) toward and away from the 
horizontal axis (14) - — . 

In claim 22, line 3: 

The word "the" has been changed to — a — . 
In claim 28, line 9: 

The words "the linear" have been changed to — a linear — . 
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In claim 28, last line: 

The word "rotate" has been changed to — pivot — . 
In claim 29, line 1: 

numeral "20" has been changed to — 21 — . 
In claim 30, line 2: 

After the words "and the", the word — guide — has been added. 
In claim 30, line 3: 

In the parenthesis, after numeral "5", the following punctuation mark and numeral — ,16 
— have been added. 
In claim 31, line 2: 

The words "element is a" have been deleted. 

In claim 31, line 2: 

The word "which" has been deleted. 

In claim 34, line 2: 

Between the words "the" and "element", the word — guide -— has been inserted. 
Claims 37-39 have been canceled. 
In claim 40, line 1: 

Between the words "the" and "element", the word — guide - — has been inserted. 


Drawings 

The proposed drawings filed January 18, 2006 has been acknowledged and approved. 
The drawing objections noted in the last Office action have been withdrawn. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 20-26, 28-36 and 40 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claim 20, the claim is allowable because the art of record, considered alone or 
in combination, neither anticipates nor renders obvious an apparatus for strapping or bundling 
pallets or article comprising: a guide device for supporting at least some weight of a closure 
device, the guide device has a guide element mounted for pivoting about a horizontal axis, which 
the closure device supported adjacent to an end of the guide element to facilitate movement of 
the closure device about the horizontal axis and to facilitate linear movement of the closure 
device toward and away from the horizontal axis, in combination with the rest of their respective 
claimed limitations. 

Regarding claim 28, the claim is allowable because the art of record, considered alone or 
in combination, neither anticipates nor renders obvious an apparatus for strapping or bundling 
pallets or article comprising: a guide device for supporting at least some weight of a closure 
device, the guide device has a guide element for bearing a supporting a linear guide, and the 
guide element is mounted such that the guide element can pivot about a horizontal axis, in 
combination with the rest of their respective claimed limitations. 

US 6,722,1 10 to Royneberg discloses an apparatus for strapping article having a guide 
device (23) on which a closure device (24) is arranged, the guide device mounted for pivoting 
about a horizontal axis (fig. 2 (c)) to facilitate movement of the closure device about the 
horizontal axis. Royneberg does not disclose the linear movement of the closure device toward and 
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away from the horizontal axis and a linear guide. Therefore, Royneberg fails to anticipate or 
render obvious the invention as claimed in claims 20 and 28. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jimmy T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4520. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 8:00am - 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Denis Banks can be reached on (571) 272- 4419. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


JTNguyen 
February 02, 2006 
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